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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Almost all of the Top Cats year is behind us. And what 
a year it has been! A record number of rides, led by 
almost as many different Road Captains as there were 
rides. New destinations along with old favorites revisit-
ed. Only two scheduled rides did not come off as 
planned. But don't count them out as yet. The riding sea-
son is far from over. 

In October, Mark Heller will be taking the Club into 
Wisconsin on the 2nd. The Rolling Thunder Toys Run 
will be on the 10th. Followed by Steph Levy taking us 
on the Fall Colors Ride on the 16th. Larry Scalzitti indi-
cated another "bum burner" is in the works. Date to be 
announced. A lot of riding is still ahead. Check the TC 
Hot Line for current offerings. 

We are a riding club and all of the above is made possi-
ble by fellow members such as yourselves. Click on to 
our WEBSITE, www.Topcats.org. Add up the follow-
ing; Officers and Directors + Committee . Now add the 
Past Presidents Group and all the Road Captains that led 
rides this year. Finally estimate the number of members 
behind the scenes helping anyway they can to the total. 
Last but not least, include active members who have 
held positions in the past, no matter what they may have 
been. The participation is a significant percentage of 
our membership. Well over 50%. 

At the last meeting, Past President, Sandy Vernon, gave 
an update on the Slating Committees progress and 
reviewed the schedule for the upcoming Top Cats elec-
tion. As Chairperson it is her responsibility to field all 
questions relating to our election. Her committee 
includes Wayne Kirkpatrick, Ric Case, George Lax and 
Rob Mann. Ask away. 

Once the election has taken place and the new officers 
have been installed, the President will be looking to the 
membership to fill committee posts. Put your name for-
ward and increase your involvement in your club. 
Double your involvement, double your fun. 

Saddle Up! 

Jim "Iceman" Heniff 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, Proprietors, 
Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of large, medi-
um and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 
The content and opinions expressed in articles are those of the authors and not, nec-
essarily those of Top Cats - Illinois. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

(j heniff@mailstation.com) 
847/381-5357 

Vice President 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	Ken Glassman 
(Ihawkeye50@hotmail.com) 

847/394-2646 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Sanra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com) 

847/634-6402 

Director 	Rose Temple 
(rtemple@acnielsen.com) 

847/516-8825 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
(graccarogj uno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 
(tlizardkumro@aol.com) 

847/639-4009 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HORINE: (847) 622.3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotmaLcom  

NEXT MEETING: October 5th, 2004 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@comcast.net) 847/776-7845 

Advertising 	Don Schaffer (numbersman@thecpas.biz) 847/564-1489 

Membership 	Lynn Adams (leadams38@msn.com ) 847/657-9363 
Charity Ride 	Rose Temple (rtemple@acnielsen.com) 847/516-8825 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aol.com) 847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (fraccaro@juno.com ) 
Roar 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkp a 177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 
Hotline 	Jim Haase (iimhaase(d)comcast.net) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 
847/776-7845 

Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net) 847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 847/438-4998 

IRANIFY'S CYCILIE 

RANDY WEAVER 
11 013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

LEHMANTRIKES, INC. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

5 50  East Northwest Flighway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWW.DPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



"On the mark 
for all your 

x, 	 insurance needs." Tor  

Insurance Agency, Inc. 

2145 Meacham Rd. 	 Phone 847.925.9900 
Palatine, Illinois 60067 	Fax 847.925.9901 

arget 

Randy S. Braun 

Our preferred clients are Business Owners, 
Executives and Motorcyclists who know 
we'd rather work for a client than search 
for one. That's why our clients so often 
recommend us to others. Ask around. Ask 
an RB Target client about the RB Target 
Insurance Agency. Satisfied client referrals 
have been building our business for over 
twenty three years. 

Need 
Help with- 

Income Taxes? 
Divorce Planning? 

Business Valuation? 
Business Accounting? 

Financial Audits or Reviews? 
Computer Systems Assistance? 

Business or Personal Planning? 
You need the 

NumbersMan 

Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 

Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC. 
3710 Commercial Ave. #1 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847)564-4500 #17 

NumbersMan@TheCpas.Biz 

Advice rendered by our firm is totally 
independent. We do not sell or take any 
commissions or incentives for recommend-
ing insurance, stocks, annuities, or other 
financial products 
	  ■ 



TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 
September 2004 - December 2004 

Date Time Activity Location Leader 

Sat-Oct-2 10:00 AM Top Cats Wheels n' Water Ride Citgo Station, Rt. 12 and Bonner Road M. Heller 
Tue-Oct-5 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Sat-Oct-9 8:00 AM Top Cats New Glarus Ride BP/McDonald's D. Schaffer 
Sun-Oct-10 11:00 AM Rolling Thunder Never Forget Run Rt 60, 45 & 83 in Mundelein J. Lunde 
Mon-Oct-11 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Oct-16 10:30 AM Top Cats Fall Color Ride Broken Oar, Cary S. Levy 
Sun-Oct-17 9:00 AM G.R.A.S.S Class Durty Nellie's, Palatine R. Case 
Sat-Oct-23 4:00 PM Top Cats Sunset Ride (redo) BP, NE corner Rt. 12 and Rt. 22 R. Case 
Tue-Nov-2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Mon-Nov-8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Tue-Dec-7 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Mon-Dec-13 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 

NOTE: Check the web site (www.topcats.org ) and the Hotline (847 622-3501) for details/updates. The 2004 Activities 
Calendar can also be downloaded from the web site but, check for changes frequently. 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH' Case 

Autumn Riding 

It hard to believe, but, it is time to talk about 
Autumn riding conditions. With the cool, no cold 
summer, we have had leaves are already starting to 
fall, which means just a little bit of moisture with 
them generates slippery conditions, whether its rain, 
morning dew, even heavy fog. The adverse winds 
from some tropical storms have tree branches lying 
around everywhere. Some can even be found in the 
street, blocking, or at least affecting, our path of 
travel. 

For surmounting obstacles, the technique is reduce 
speed, rise slightly off the seat knees bent like shock 
absorbers, roll off the throttle until just before con-
tact with the object is made then roll on slightly to 
lighten the front tie (end) as you cross the object. 

You may even start to encounter some early morning 
frost. This can be very treacherous, because in the 
sunshine the road surface will be clear and dry. BUT 
ride into a shaded area, or a low lying cooler area, 
and the frost may not have melted, yet. Bingo it's 
slick time. 

Remember for slippery, it is knees tight to the tank, 
no sudden moves, eyes looking straight ahead and/or 
into the intended travel path and level with the hori-
zon. 

It's also a great time to dress in layers. It's probably 
going to be cool longer into the late morning, if that 
when you start out, warm during mid day, cool off 
earlier in the afternoon, and cold after dark. 
However if you are prepared, you can enjoy length-
ening your riding season, by getting more saddle 
time. 





Alex Johnson. There will be some great new things for 
us to enjoy next year, and you will hear more about that 
throughout the year. Keep you calendars open during the 
fist part of August 2005. 

Minutes of the General Meeting 
on September 7, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Jordy Glazov introduced guests Jim Liapardo, of North 
Barrington and Al Paniagua of Hawthorne Woods. Emil 
Kornicki introduced Ron Freudenberger, and Bruce 
Davis, who was on the Big Cat ride, was introduced by 
Larry Scalzitti. 

Also, Tom DeRosa, Bill Yates, and Cindy and Mick 
Bryan were introduced to the club as being prospective 
members who will be voted upon after completion of the 
GRASS class next month. 

Ken Glassman again explained the process for member-
ship which requires prospective members to attend 2 
meetings, at least 1 ride, and complete a GRASS class 
before being voted on by the Board. 

John Lunde announced the 3rd Annual "Never Forget 
Thunder Run" on Sunday Oct. 10. It is a toy run for kids 
in Lake County. Registration is at 10:00 AM, ride leaves 
Journey's end at 11:00 AM. Call John for more informa-
tion. 

Chuck Prettyman spoke for John Fraccaro to remind 
folks who have an item listed on our website for sale to 
notify him if the item is sold. Also, anyone wishing to 
sell an item through our website should call him. There 
are some interesting items for sale, so don't forget to 
check it out. 

Don Schaffer presented the clubs finances and we're in 
good shape. He also asked members who wish to adver-
tise their business in Roar to contact him, and asked 
members to talk to their friends or places that they do 
business with to advertise with us. Advertising helps 
defray the cost of Roar, so it is important to keep getting 
new advertisers. 

Jim Haase reviewed the rides of August. Ken Glassman 
thanked Bard Boand for planning and executing another 
great trip to Sturgis. The trip was outstanding, and the 
owners of the Alex Johnson Hotel outdid themselves for 
us this year. They arranged for the Top Cats to get up 
onto the mountaintop right under Crazy Horses' nose to 
view the surroundings and enjoy a special privilege. But 
the best part of the Sturgis trip was the friendships and 
camaraderie that develops when you get to spend more 
than a week riding, partying, eating, and shopping with 
other Top Cats. Next year is the 10th Anniversary of the 
Top Cats as a club, as well as the 10th year that the Top 
Cats have been going out to Sturgis and staying at the 

Larry Scalzitti led several riders on an around-the-lake 
Iron Butt ride, and Becky McNamee and her friend Ken, 
and Bill Ryan completed the ride of 1,000 miles in 24 
hours. Dan Strickler also joined the Iron Butt club. 

The Big Cat Ride was a huge success, and raised over 
$2,000 for the sanctuary. 

The Shriners Liberty Run was a success, and many Top 
Cats participated in that event. 

The Sunset ride was postponed because of the weather. 
The Top Cats would have ridden that day, but the restau-
rant had to cancel because they had us set up for dining 
outdoors, and couldn't accommodate all of us inside. Ric 
Case is trying to get that rescheduled for Saturday Oct. 
23. Check the website and hotline for those updates. 

Ric Case also set Sunday, October 17 as the last GRASS 
of this year. This class will be help at Durty Nellies, 
rather than the usual spot in Buffalo Grove. Be there at 
8:30 am. The class will again present a section on two-
up riding, so please bring your favorite passenger to the 
meeting, so that both parties can learn something about 
safe motorcycling for two. 

Past President, Sandy Vernon, who is heading up the 
nominating Committee for elections, explained the 
process. Offices up for election this year are: President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 1 Director posi-
tion. Nominations will end at the October 5 meeting, and 
a candidate slate will be presented to the Board on 
October 11. The slate will be published in the November 
Roar, and elections will take place at the December meet-
ing. Please make plans to be at the December 7th meet-
ing for the voting. 

Rose temple exhorted the members to come out and sup-
port the Charity Ride that she and so many others have 
worked tirelessly on for the past year. She also intro-
duced Brain Shahinian and Holly Dorn, from NISRA. 
Brian spoke to us about the contributions that the Top 
Cats have given the charity over the last 7 years. We've 
raised over $190,000 for NISRA, but no less important 
has been the time and energy the club has put into inter-
acting with the NISRA participants at their picnics, and 
other events throughout the years. We are proud to be 
able to positively affect the lives of so many disabled 
people. 



CRYSTAL LAKE • 815 459-8000 - 	 Where 111.14 Meets Rt.176 

SALES 
SERVICE 
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Plus tax 
Up To 5 Qts 

SERVICE HOURS 	 Fits most vehi c l es. Some models slightly highter. 
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm • Sat Barn-12pm 

One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 

No Appointment Necessary! 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

ROUND 3. MSF continues to resist the State initiatives to develop 
their own motorcycle safty programs. The latest controversies are 
in California and Oregon. MSF claims the courses contain propri-
etary info. 

BRITISH INDIANS? Looks like Stellican Ltd, of London, has 
bought the residual intellectual and trademark assets of Indian 
Motorcycles from the receiver company, CMA Business Credit 
Services. Perhaps we'll see yet another version of Indian sometime 
in the future. 

APRILIA. Ducati isn't buying Aprilia afterall, Piaggio is. Piggio 
(Vespa scooters) has bought Aprilia which includes Moto Guzzi. 
Maybe some real hot Vespas are in the future. 

RECALLS 
BMW F650CS, 2003-04. Potential fuel leak. NHTSA 

Recall 04V236. 

BMW R1200GS, 2005. Rear axel oil leak. NHTSA 
Recall 04V297. 

BMW K1200LT(2005), R115ORT(2004). Rear brake 
master cylinder. NHTSA Recall 04V304. 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
FLHPI, FLHPEI, FLHRCI, FLHT, FLHTC, FLHTCI, 
FLHTI, FLHTPI, FLTR, FLTRI, FXD, FXDI, FXDL, 
FXDLI, FXDP, FXDWG, FXDWGI, FXDX, FXDXI, 
FXDXT, XL1200, XL1200C, XL1200R, XL1200S, 
XL883, XL883C, XL883R, 2003. Faulty tail light bulb. 
NHTSA Recall 04V218. 

HONDA FSC600, 2002-2004. Faulty main stand attach 
ment. NHTSA Recall 04V290. 

TRIUMPH Bonneville America, Speedmaster, 2002-2003. 
Starter cable routing. NHTSA Recall 04V262 

SIDECARS. Sauer Sidecar & Mueller-Gespanne of Germany is 
making radical looking sidecars for Buells and V-Rods. You can 
check it out further at www.mueller-gespanne.de . 

CENTER STANDS. If you have, or are thinking of installing, a cen-
ter stand on your bike, be aware that the trade off is less ground 
clearance. This equates to less lean angle in curves. 

CAUTION. Watch those big white arrows in turn lanes. They can be 
slippery right when you might need traction the most...turning or 
emergency stopping in traffic. 

RALLEY. Steel Pony Express VII, New Orleans, LA, 28-31 Oct. 
www.steelponyexpress.com. Anyone interested in riding down, 
contact Traveler: wkirkpa177@aol.com . 

BIKER CULTURE 

It is ok for a Biker to cry under the following circumstances: 
- When a heroic dog dies to save its master. 
- After wrecking your spouses bike. 
- Five minutes, 37 seconds into "The Crying Game". 
- When you find the first scratch on your new bike. 

Unless he murdered someone in your family, you must bail a 
fellow Top Cat out of jail within 12 hours. 

Moaning about the brand of free beer in a fellow Top Cat's 
fridge is forbidden. Complain at will if the temperature is 
unsuitable. 

On a road trip, the strongest bladder determines pit stops, not 
the weakest. 

When stumbling upon other Top Cats watching a sporting 
event, you may ask the score of the game in progress, but 
you may never ask who's playing. 

Friends don't let friends wear berets. Ever. Issue closed. 

A biker in the company of a hot, suggestively dressed 
woman must remain sober enough to fight. 

Never hesitate to reach for the last beer or the last slice of 
pizza, but not both - that's just mean. 

If you complimeht a Top Cat on his Fat Boy, you'd better be 
talking about his choice of bike. 

Never allow a telephone conversation with a fellow Top Cat 
to go on longer than one can of beer. Keep a stopwatch by 
the phone. Hang up if necessary. 

There is no reason for a biker to watch Men's Ice Skating or 
Men's Gymnastics. Ever. 

When you are queried by a fellow Top Cat's spouse, 
boyfriend, girlfriend, mother, father, priest, accountant, or 
dog walker, you need not and should not provide any useful 
information whatsoever as to their whereabouts. You are per-
mitted to deny his or her very existence. 

You may exaggerate any riding story told in a bar by 50 per-
cent without recrimination; beyond that, anyone within 
earshot is allowed to call 'BULL****!'. Exception: When try-
ing to pick up a date, the allowable exaggeration 
rate rises to 400 percent. 

The universal compensation for Top cats who help you move 
is beer. 

When your girlfriend/wife expresses a desire to have her 
whiney friend ride on the back with your fellow Top Cat, you 
may give her the go-ahead only if you'll be able to warn your 
buddy and give him time to prepare excuses about joining 
the priesthood. 



2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 

Weetcha on 
the corner!" 

87th & Harlem 

7©8.598.7000 
7200 W. 87th Street 
Bridgeview, 11 60455. 

GEORGE J. LAX 
CELL # (847) 533-5236 
P . O.BOX 725 
LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

AIR CONDITIONING 
HEATING 
HUMIDIFICATION 
SHEET METAL 

IHAItEYOAVIOSO®I M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 
SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 

SUNDAY CLOSED 

www.koozys.com  
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Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.corn 
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
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CAFE 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

HULDEN 

GRAPHICS 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

AMERICAS  
/-10PEN ROAD ■Irl 

^"°'EARincLa" 
AMERICA'S TARSI MOTORCYCLE 

SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  



Rochford, SD. You can't get there from here 
By John Snelgrove 

There is a road on the fringe of Hill City that looks 
like a driveway but is really a motorcyclists dream 
as well as a passage back in time. Up it goes, per-
fectly paved, twisting and winding its way through 
the great Black Hills and ending up in Deerfield. 
With barely a soul on the road Ken Glassman, Carl 
Marcyan and myself kicked in the afterburners and 
sliced up the Deerfield Road with images of 
Duhamel and Bostrum coursing through our veins. 
Well, maybe it was their distant cousins, and maybe 
we didn't drag our knees but we used our tires and 
our skills to the best of our ability. We left Deerfield 
and headed up the mountain and fairly good clip. 
Cresting the top and leaning over into a left hand 
sweeper, we noticed that the beautiful road we were 
on quickly changed color. We hauled our bikes 
down and pulled off to the side of the now gravel 
track and wondered "where did our road go"? We 
were discussing whether we should turn around 
when two Harley riders came up the hill in cloud of 
dust. We stopped them and they told us the road 
went for about 5-10 miles like this. 10 miles at 60 
mph is nothing, 10 miles at 20 mph is an eternity! 
Of course we decided to take the challenge. Now 
instead of Bostrum, it was Ricky Carmichael that 
pressed us forward. When this portion of 
Deerfield/South Rochford road is completed it will 
be magnificent, until then we have polished our off 
road skills and can confidently claim that 750 plus 
pounds of "dirt bike" handles pretty well. The three 
of us were enjoying an absolutely beautiful ride 
through thick pine forests and steep hills when the 
wildlife started to show up. Free-range cattle bring 
a whole new dimension to motorcycling. The cows 
meandered harmlessly through the woods, ignoring 
us three loud, dirty, smelly creatures invading their 
dinner party. Rounding an up hill right hander, and 
progressing down a grade similar to a 6 flags roller 
coaster ride, we were greeted by the biggest bull that 

has ever stood in the middle of a road. To make 
things more interesting, he was standing in a 90-
degree left hand turn and had horns that framed his 
head like a picture of Satan. The glowing red eyes 
didn't help. Fortunately for us mere mortals, he was 
too busy chewing his cud and contemplating herd 
domination to give us any trouble. Shortly after our 
visit amongst the cattle, we came to the bottom of 
the mountain and progressed across the plains, a 
plum of dust signaling our every move. We finally 
made it to Rochford and collected our wits, stretched 
our legs and exchanged grief. Dust covered, saddle 
sore and just a little bit tired from our adventure, we 
could imagine ourselves as range riders of 150 years 
ago, an image aided by the rustic buildings of 
Rochford. Matt Dillon, Miss Kitty and Festus could 
have sauntered by at any moment and we wouldn't 
have batted an eye. Rested, egos in tact and lots of 
light left we headed North up Rochford Road to 
Route 85 into Lead and Deadwood for a bite to eat 
and cold beverage. The throngs of people and 
motorcycles in Deadwood brought us back to the 
present, not a bad thing, but wouldn't it be cool to 
say hi to Miss Kitty. 



RIDING RISK 
By Traveler 

Neat little test that makes you think. This question-
naire was developed and published by Ken Condon 
in Motorcycle Consumer News. Circle the number 
that applies to you and total them. 

Helmet Use 
Never - 1 
Sometimes - 2 
Always(Non DOT) - 3 
Always(Open face) - 4 
Always(Full face) - 5 

Full Coverage Riding Gear 
Never - 1 
Rarely - 2 
Sometimes - 3 
Frequently - 4 
Always - 5 

Rider Training 
None - 1 
MSF Beginner (Distant past) - 2 
MSF Beginner(Recent or ERC) - 3 
MSF and Frequent Practice - 4 
MSF, Practice, Track School - 5 

Riding Skills Practice 
Never - 1 
Rarely - 2 
Sometimes - 3 
Frequently - 4 
Always - 5 

Ride at Night 
Often - 1 
Occasionally - 2 
Some - 3 
Rarely - 4 
Never - 5 

Pass on Double Yellow 
Often - 1 
Occasionally - 2 
Some - 3 
Rarely - 4 
Never - 5 

Influenced by Peer Pressure 
Often - 1 
Occasionally - 2 
Some - 3 
Rarely - 4 
Never - 5 

Utilize Strategies for Visibility 
Never - 1 
Rarely - 2 
Sometimes - 3 
Frequently - 4 
Always - 5 

Riding and Alcohol 
Often - 1 
Occasionally - 2 
Rarely - 3 
After waiting lhedrink - 4 
Never - 5 

Exceed Speed Limit by 10+mph 
Often - 1 
Occasionally - 2 
Some - 3 
Rarely - 4 
Never - 5 

Total 

According to the author, a score of 10 - 22 indi-
cates high risk. A score of 23 - 37 indicates mod-
erate risk. A score of 38 - 50 indicates least risk. 
Remember, least risk does not mean NO risk!!! 



ELECTION PROCESS - 2005 
Board 
By Sandy Vernon 

October..... the riding season may be slowing 
down but activity in our Top Cats organization is 
just starting to roll on the throttle with the 
upcoming Election of Officers for 2005. 

Our Mission Statement states "Top Cats-Illinois 
is a forum for the exchange of ideas affecting 
motorcyclists; fosters member development 
through networking, business, educational and 
social opportunities; and acts as a motorcyclists' 
rights and interests advocate." We have a very 
active and dedicated Board of Directors to help 
accomplish this mission. This is why our 
upcoming election is so very important to each 
and every member. 

Our Board of Directors is comprised of the 
Executive Committee which includes the 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and the immediate Past President. The 
Executive Committee is required by the By-
Laws to meet on a monthly basis. The Board of 
Directors is comprised of the Executive 
Committee and the four Directors and is to hold 
an annual meeting. 

In reality, the Executive Committee includes the 
four Directors in their monthly meeting. As you 
can see, there is a very definite time commit-
ment expected from each Board member to 
attend a General Meeting and a Board Meeting 
each month in addition to rides and social 
events. 

The Officers serve a one - year term and may 
serve no more than two consecutive one - year 
terms. The Directors serve two - year terms and 
may serve no more than two consecutive two-
year terms. The term shall begin on January 1, 
2005. Each officer must be a Regular Member 
of Top Cats-Illinois in good standing. 

The following officers will be seeking reelec-
tion for 2005 at this time: Jim Heniff-President, 
Chuck Prettyman-Vice President, Ken 
Glassman-Secretary, and John Fraccaro-
Director. Treasurer Don Schafer will have com- 

pleted his term of office and the Treasurer posi-
tion will need to be filled. 

Think about this past year. Did you enjoy the 
rides and social events you attended? Did you 
learn something new about group riding in 
G.R.A.S.S. to make your ride more enjoyable? 
Did ROAR, the Hotline and website make the 
Top Cats news and activities info readily avail-
able to you? I hope you answered "yes" to the 
above questions, if so, it was the direct result of 
the efforts of your dedicated Board members and 
Committee members serving this past year. 

Are you, or someone you know, ready, willing 
and able to step up to be a part of making this 
next year a great new adventure for Top Cats? 
Remember, a Regular Member in good standing 
can submit their name to the Nominating 
Committee for consideration in any of the above 
positions. 

Nominations will close at the General Meeting 
on October 541 and the slate will be presented to 
the Board for approval on October 1 1 th. If you 
have an interest in a position or need more infor-
mation, please contact any one of the following 
Past Presidents on the Nominating Committee, 
Sandy Vernon, Wayne Kirkpatrick, George Lax, 
Ric Case,or Rob Mann before the 5th to answer 
your questions and to place your name into con-
sideration for nomination. 

The slate of candidates will be presented to the 
general membership at the November meeting 
and the election of officers will be held at the 
December meeting. Then it is up to each and 
every member to cast your vote to ensure the 
continued success of Top Cats in 2005. 
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